blunt instruments (forceps, spatulse, &o.),pass through a spirit lamp which should be on every instrument There is now seen to be a general or localised bulging of the swollen membrane, such saccular bulgings being usually of a yellowish green or red colour. Purulent exudation may, however, be present in the tympanic cavity without any bulging of the membrane, the latter having been altered and thickened previously. The superficial structures over the mastoid may be swollen, and the glands below and behind the ear enlarged and tender. The duration of the firBt stage is variable; rupture as a rule takes place in from three to five days, and is commonly followed by cessation of the pain, and more or less profuse discharge.
